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Mr Terry Waldron; Mr Terry Redman 

ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS — GROWING OUR SOUTH INVESTMENT FUND 

588. Mr T.K. WALDRON to the Minister for Regional Development: 

Could the minister please update the house on the Liberal–National government’s latest investments through the 
royalties for regions Growing Our South initiative? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

I thank the member for Wagin for the question; it is good to have him on the other side of the question to talk 
about things that are happening in his electorate. 

Members will be aware that this government, in the budget before the current state budget, announced 
$600 million towards the Growing Our South initiative. A number of projects have already been announced 
under that initiative, including the Katanning early childhood hub, improved facilities at the Gap in Albany in 
support of the Minister for Environment, and the Mandurah traffic bridge, about which I am sure the member for 
Mandurah is rapt. There was also funding for the Busselton Airport, supporting advancements to tourism 
opportunities in the south west. 

Over the winter recess we announced the latest project to be funded through Growing Our South—$20.2 million 
to support seven aged care projects in the south of the state. People who live in regional Western Australia will 
know that over the next 11 years the number of people in regional WA aged over 70 is expected to double to 
100 000, so this is a significantly acute area of need, and we are supporting it through this project. There is 
$5.1 million for a 14-bed dementia wing at Narrogin Cottage Homes in the member for Wagin’s electorate; 
$5 million for 14 independent living units in Dumbleyung, Wagin, Lake Grace, Williams, West Arthur, 
Woodanilling and Kent; $2.1 million towards land assembly and services for 54 lots in 11 shires in the 
wheatbelt, which will start off the process of land development; $646 000 for the construction of an additional 
three independent living units in Kojonup; $1.2 million towards the construction of four independent living units 
at Mount Barker in the great southern; $3.6 million for 60 high-care beds in Harvey—the member for  
Murray–Wellington will be happy about that; and $2.5 million for the construction of seven universal access 
houses in Dwellingup. In all, that is just over $20 million in royalties for regions funding, which will deliver 
$39 million worth of projects. 

There is really good leverage in this initiative. We know that aged care for seniors is important in regional 
Western Australia, and there are some really difficult examples, including one in my community of Walpole, 
where people have had to leave the community in order to gain access to the services they need. In one very 
tragic example, an elderly couple had to go to two different places, and that is absolutely wrong, so this 
government is investing significant resources into regional Western Australia. Part of that initiative is about 
looking after our elderly; we know that that demographic is growing in regional Western Australia, and this 
initiative will be well and truly welcomed by the people who live in those communities. 
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